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281 February 19, 1904 

of the merchants' joint committee, February 6, 1904. This meeting 
was called for the purpose of discussing the situation in Chinatown, 
and also to reach an understanding as to the sanitary measures to be 
adopted in future. The agreement under which the work had been 
prosecuted for the past year having expired, and a new city board of 
health having been recently appointed, it was deemed advisable to 
renew the plan of cooperation at this time. The inclosed resolutions 
were unanimously adopted. 

Respectfully, Rupert Blue, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon. 
The Surgeon-General. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Resolved, That it is the sense of this meeting that the sanitary measures adopted by 
the city, State, and Federal health authorities in February, 1903, for the eradication 
of contagious diseases in Chinatown be continued for so long a time as may be con- 
sidered necessary; that the city board of health be requested to recommend to the 
board of supervisors additional measures for the wholesale destruction of rats. 

Resolved, That all cellars, basements, and underground places in the district between 
California and Pacific, Stockton and Kearny, be condemned as places of abode and 
the same be destroyed ; that in case of reconstruction the owners be required to remove 
surface soil and to concrete the area thus exposed solidly from wall to wall. 

Resolved, That the work be done under the direction and supervision of the Public 
Health and Marine-Hospital Service, and that a meeting of the representatives of the 
Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service, the city board of health, and the State 
board of health be held once every two weeks for consultation. 

MABTIN PiEGENSBURGER, 

President State Board of Health. 
Rupert Blue, 
Passed Assistant Surgeon V. S. P. H. and M. H. S. 
James W. Ward, M. D., 
President San Francisco Board of Health. 
N. K. Foster, 
Secretary State Board of Health. 
A. A. D'Ancona, 
Member Hospital and Finance Committees, Board of Supervisors. 

Wm. C. Hassler, M. D., 
Chief Inspecting Physician. 
San Francisco, February 6, 1904- 

Sickness on Russian hath Thomas Perry, from East London, South 
Africa, at Santa Rosa quarantine, Fla. 

The following is received from Acting Assistant Surgeon White, 
under date of February 11: The Russian bark Thomas Perry arrived 
at this port on February 1 from East London, South Africa, via Bar- 
bados. The vessel was in ballast, earth and stone, taken in at East 
London, and was remanded to the quarantine station for a preliminary 
fumigation and refumigation after discharge of ballast, in accordance 
with the usual custom observed here with ships from plague-infected 
ports. This precautionary measure was deemed especially necessary 
in the case of the Thomas Perry, as an examination of the ship's log 
revealed an unusual number of cases of sickness and death among the 
crew at port of departure and during the voyage. 

From October 2 to December 1, 1903, while at East London dis- 
charging cargo and taking in ballast, 17 cases of sickness developed 
on board, none serious. The captain states that the men suffered 
mostly from diarrhea and were laid up for a few days only at a time. 
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All hands but 1 were well when the vessel left port. On the pas- 
sage to Barbados, from December 2 to January 10, 1903, 6 cases of 
sickness developed, 1 of which terminated fatally. The corpse was 
buried at sea, and the bedding of the deceased thrown overboard. 

While at Barbados 5 of the crew sickened; 2 of these cases were 
sent to the hospital with all their belongings. 

January 20, 1904, on the way to Pensacola, the second mate was 
taken ill and died ten days later, about 300 miles offshore. His body, 
which the captain brought into port for burial, was interred in the 
station cemetery. No necropsy was held. Another of the sailors, 
who had been taken ill on January 21, suffering from enteric fever, 
was removed to the quarantine hospital. 

No definite data can be obtained regarding the sickness prevailing 
on this vessel during the voyage, but it is believed to have been mainly 
in the nature of enteric disturbances, probably due to contamination of 
the drinking water obtained at East London, which is notoriously bad. 

Smallpox at Cairo, III. 

The following is received from Assistant Surgeon Berry under date 
of February 5 : 

Since my letter of January 21, 1904, reporting 4 cases of smallpox 
at Cairo, there have been 9 more, bringing up the total for 1904 to 13 
cases. All cases are mild, and no deaths have occurred as yet. Two 
of the cases have been negroes, the rest whites. The health officer 
informs me that the probable infection in 1 case was from Fulton, Ky. , 
and in another from Poplar Bluff, Mo. ; in the other cases from local 
infection. The cases occur among the unvaccinated. 

It seems that in this part of the country the unvaccinated are not 
numerous enough to furnish sufficient material for an epidemic, and 
they are not few enough to let the epidemic die out altogether. Cases 
continue to crop up from time to time here and in the surrounding 
towns and country. 

Measles on steamship State of Maine at Portland, Me. 

The following is received from Surgeon Mcintosh, at Portland, Me., 
under date of February 11 : 

Two cases of measles have been taken from the steamer State of 
Maine, one about ten days ago and one to-day. On both occasions 
the apartments occupied by patients have been fumigated, as agents 
of line requested that this be done. 

Under the laws of this State measles is classed as one of the dis- 
eases dangerous to public health and cases are required to be isolated 
and their personal effects disinfected. 

Transactions on account of yellow fever at Laredo, Tex. 

The following telegram has been received from Acting Assistant 
Surgeon Frick, at Laredo, Tex. : 

February 15, 1904. 
Summary report week ended February 13. Fumigated in the city 
4 houses containing 11 rooms; along the Texas-Mexican Railroad from 



